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Church Profile – Bethel Baptist Church, Hale 

 
Bethel has been a church strong on teaching God’s Word over many years.  We also 

believe that church should be a genuine community, growing together in Christ and on 

mission together to reach others for him. 

 

Over the past decade or so Bethel has grown from being a church, made up largely of well-taught 

believers, to include Christians with a wider range of spiritual maturity and one with more seekers 

around.  We have undergone a steady process of change to become more intentional about 

what we do, to seek to emphasise community and to be more contemporary in our presentation. 

Pre-pandemic our typical Sunday congregation was 150+.  It has been clear for a while that our 

building was limiting our growth and we have had to operate an overflow to accommodate 

everybody.  Having explored various options and bearing in mind our location out of the town 

centre, the Elders have concluded that a hub model with the main congregation in Upper Hale, 

a congregation on the nearby Sandy Hill estate, called Church on the Hill (CotH) and potentially 

another congregation in Aldershot, is the way forward.  Whilst the pandemic has prevented us 

from making more definite plans, when able to meet with social distancing, we live-streamed the 

service from the main building to these three locations. 

It has been exciting to see how God has led us step by step (much like in Nehemiah 1) on the 

Sandy Hill estate.  Having run a club for primary school children, put on various outreach events 

and established a Community Group, we launched CotH as a monthly Sunday afternoon meeting 

in 2019.  Led by the Assistant Pastor and an Elder, it meets in the local community centre with 25-

30 people.  There is a core team which also includes a few key members who live on the estate.  

The estate has a wide range of social need and the style our Sunday gathering is tailored for the 

local community.   

It is early days, of course, but we do feel that the congregation has gelled.  When allowed, CotH 

met weekly in 2020 and it is our intention to continue that.  The need now is to form CotH more fully 

and mobilise it to grow.  We think this requires someone who can show leadership and that is why 

we are replacing the Assistant Pastor with an Associate Pastor post.  We would be delighted if the 

postholder were to live on the Sandy Hill estate, although this is not a job requirement.      

One of the features of Bethel is the number of children and young people we have.  As they 

comprise up to a third of the congregation, Children’s and Youth Work is a key part of the 

church.  Our Assistant Pastor developed our teenage work effectively.  Still, there is the ongoing 

challenge of resourcing our groups, equipping the volunteers and moving forward, to have 

clearer curricula for our groups.  
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In many ways the church works as it does because we are blessed with some very committed 

people who run the diaconate, women’s outreach and other areas of church life.  There is 

probably more we could do to mature elements of the congregation.  Recently, for instance, the 

Elders have been mentoring some of the younger men. 

We realise that regathering the church post-pandemic will take time.  We may not wish to do 

everything as we did before.  To give an impression of the church pre-pandemic here are some 

of the things  we were doing: 

Sundays: A morning service where numbers have grown and then plateaued over the last few 

years.  Four groups are run for children from Toddlers up to age 12.  There is also an evening 

service which took various forms.  CotH meets on a Sunday afternoon at 4pm. 

Community Groups: Run twice a month and are designed for fellowship.  We discuss God’s word, 

pray and aim to deepen relationships. We see these as the first level of pastoral care.  Every 

couple of years we stop community groups and run themed courses. 

Prayer: We start the year with a week of prayer.  There are other meetings for prayer on the 

weeks when Community Groups do not meet.  

Bible Study Groups: There are daytime groups that meet for bible study; at the moment, one 

mostly attended by older women and one for discipling younger women.     

Fellowship Weekend: On one of the May Bank Holiday weekends, we take away a hundred or so 

for teaching and fellowship. 

Parents and Toddlers: This takes place twice a week and has been an excellent gateway for 

people to come through to Family Services and evangelistic courses. 

Coffee Morning: Every Tuesday morning we run a café from the church. 

Friendship Morning: A fortnightly outreach for older people.   

Women’s Evangelism: We run about six events a year, normally involving a meal and some level 

of talk.  These are a bridge between befriending events and church services or evangelistic 

courses. 

Evangelistic Courses: We use Christianity Explored and promote it at evangelistic events.  Courses 

run according to demand.  We make use of other courses too because we are finding that most 

people need a longer period really to work through the gospel.  In 2019, we received training in 

The Word One-to-One which some are using with their contacts. 
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KTC, The Lounge, Dusties and Crustie: Weekly, term-time events for children and young people.  

KTC is for school years 3-6; we assume that the children are not churched.  The Lounge is for 

school year 7 and above, we assume that the children have some church background or 

spiritual interest.  Dusties and Crusties is for older teenagers. 

Holiday Bible Club (HBC): Traditionally this took place during the last week in August for about 40 

toddler age children and 180 primary school children.  We would start to promote it through our 

float in the village fete.  HBC gave us a great profile in the neighbourhood.  More recently we 

have been questioning its effectiveness and impact on the church.  So, we have been 

experimenting by trimming it down and by putting more emphasis on establishing relationships 

with families.     

Kintsugi Hope Group: A faith-based group for people to talk about mental health issues and 

support one another.  The first one ran in 2020 on Sandy Hill. 

Church Partnerships in Farnham: We are fortunate to have in Farnham a group of seven 

evangelical churches who work well together.  In 2019 we put on a mission together with the 

Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics.  We also work together on social projects and school’s 

work through Farnham Christian Community Trust. 

Regional and National Partnerships: The church had not been a part of any association for many 

years, so we were glad to join FIEC in 2016.  We are also involved in a small local gospel 

partnership that is currently planning for Passion for Life 2022. 

Missions: We partner with missionaries in Portugal, with a church in Nepal and a church in Ukraine 

to whom we hope to send a summer team, in mission to the armed forces through SASRA and 

with a local organisation that works in Iran.  

 

That is a little flavour of us.  If you are drawn to us and feel that you might fit in, then please do 

get in touch at: 

pastor@bethelbaptist.org.uk 

01252 719243 
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